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CONTACT  

 Phone: 5446 8099 

Personal Difficulties  

 
Student Welfare Coord: 

Mr John Pearce 

College Chaplain: 

Ms Marion Drummond 

School Nurse 

Cherie OõDonoghue 

Ms Nicole Ellerton 

School Engagement Worker 

 

 
General queries, concerns,  

 discipline matters, absences:  

 
 

Teacher Advisors:  
 

7A R. Brown / V. Jenkins 

7B K. OõBrien / M. Nevins  

7C B. Fiegert / M. Clover 

7D K. Marland / G. Wilson 

7E B. Cozens / J. Holt 

7F R. St Clair / C. Byrne /  

 D. McDonald 

  
8A J. Sturges /M. Drummond 

8B             W. Dundas / J. Sanderson 

8C A. Sansom / G. Forbes 

8D K. Franklin / J. Ginnivan 

8E K. Brennan/M. Brownridge 

8F S. Falquet / J. Chalmers 

8G C. Williams / J. Rotherham 

 
9A I. Berry / D. Lahtz 

9B D. Douglas / R. Dobeli 

9C J. Mayhead / R. Lamb 

9D R. Boykett / N. Ellerton 

9E A. Lilburne / F.Tchernomoroff  

9F            S. Trew / D. Boschert 

 
10A T. Williams / D. Emond 

10B S. Knight / P. Stosic 

10C            F. Peck / C. Shanahan 

10D J. Pearce / W. Oflynn 

10E H. Bish  /  L. Thompson 

10F           L. Trewhella /M. Leversha 

 

 
Student Classwork:  

Class Teacher 

 
School-wide issues,  

emergencies, etc.  

Principal :  

Mrs Karen Roberts 
 

 

Assistant Principal:  

Mr Noel Claridge 
___________________________________________ 

Business Manager: 

Mr Glen Knight 

Bursar:  

Cheryl Wiegard 

General Office:  

Tracey Garbutt 

Kristy Cusack 

Christine Gilmore 

Student Attendance Officer  

Sharon Sharp 
 

College Support Network  

Louise Archbold  5446 7207 or   0403 

322 596 

Barb McGlashan 5446 1562 or     

0419 322 142 

Second Hand UniformsñLiz Norrie 

5446 2325 

Principal  -  Karen Roberts  

EXCELLENT START TO T ERM  

Term 4 has commenced extremely well with 

students and staff very excited about the new 

facilities and enjoying the new learning 

communities and specialist spaces very 

much. We had a feature article in The      

Advertiser on Monday with lots of positive 

comments from staff and students. Everyone 

has quickly adapted to the changes - the new 

timetable, and the new form room and 

locker locations and we are very pleased 

with the high level of cooperation from   

students with the new whole college         

expectations or protocols regarding uniform, 

locker access, punctuality, and general    

behaviour. The student assemblies have 

been very positive with students impressing 

staff with their effort and commitment. I 

seek the support from every parent to help 

us by ensuring that your child is in uniform 

and on time for school. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank staff who worked 

very hard to ensure our readiness for start of 

term, with particular thanks to Noel Claridge 

for his outstanding organisation of this   

massive process.  

PARENT TOURS 

I am pleased to offer more parent tours of 

the new facilities on Fridays commencing at 

11.30am for about 45 minutes. John Pearce 

will be your tour guide and he is happy to 

show you around the new school. John has 

shifted into the Green community and he is 

really enjoying it. Please contact the college 

to book a place for a Friday tour,            

commencing Friday October 23. Tours will 

leave at 11.30 sharp from the front of the 

new Technology Centre in Reserve Street.  

      

HOUSING WEEK SCHOLAR SHIPS  

 12 of our Year 10 students have been   

successful in gaining Housing Week  

Scholarships worth $1000 each to support 

them with further education. We are very 

thrilled for these students. Invitations will 

be sent out shortly inviting students and 

parents to a celebration afternoon tea. I 

would like to acknowledge and thank 

Marion Drummond and all of the staff who 

supported students with their applications. 

STATE SECONDARY COLLEGESô 

COMBINED STUDENT ART SHOW  

 I am looking forward to this annual       

exhibition next week very much. The   

quality of the student work across the    

colleges is very high and it is well worth 

taking time to call in at BRITôs Mc 

Gillvray Hall in Bendigo to have look.  I 

encourage all students who have work   

exhibited to attend the opening night on 

Tuesday October 20th at 7.30pm with their 

parents, where awards are presented.  

HARVEST MOON FESTIVA L  

A number of our students participated in 

the Harvest Moon Festival in Bendigo on 

the first Saturday of the holidays. They did 

a wonderful job presenting a very colourful 

and entertaining performance.  
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It was with a huge amount of excitement, a lot of hard work and some relief that we moved into the first stage of our new 

buildings. The response by student, teachers, parents and visitors to the school has been fantastic and has had a real impact on 

the ñpositive feelò around the College. There  is lots of work still to be done but it now seems that there is more than a little 

light at the end of the tunnel as we move into stage two of the building project. 

Pick up/Drop off-Please remember that the school site has changed and that the construction site entrance is now in Bright 

Street. This makes this a busy location for drop offs and pick ups. Itôs worth considering a location a little further away from 

the school or in Chapple Street to avoid this. 

General Office and Admin Area-This is still on the temporary site (football oval) and will be here until September 2010 

when the new admin centre is completed. All ñday to dayò administrative enquiries and payments are managed from here and 

is still the location for the Principalôs and my office. 

Speaking to a Staff Member-Our office can make appointments or pass on messages to staff regarding appointments or 

other issues. It is often difficult to speak to them directly when parents ring due to their teaching or other professional      

commitments. Often the busiest time of the day for all staff at the school is between 8.45 and 9.30am. The office will take a 

message during this time and a staff member will ring you back as soon as they can. 

Completion of works-Although we have commenced stage two there are some things around the school (stage 1) that are yet 

to be complete due to delays by the (welcome) rain. Our new basketball/netball courts should be finished within the next two 

weeks  along with some additional fitting out of the technology wing. Student safety is always the highest priority with these 

works and our contractors have the highest safety standards. 

Working Bee-A target area for the College will be the development and regeneration of the ñbushò area on the corner of  

Reserve and Coulson Streets. With the support of parents we believe this will become (again) a very attractive area for      

students. There is considerable ñgeneral clean-upò that needs to be done along with the building of paths and some student 

seating areas. Following our next College Council meeting we will set a date quickly for this ñworking beeò. 

Immunisations-These are on MONDAY 19th OCTOBER for all Year 7 students and are a follow up from the immunisations 

earlier in the year. As a result no additional cards are required. These will be conducted following recess on Monday      

morning. 

Uniform -I have asked TAôs and Neighbourhood Leaders to enforce the Collegeôs uniform policy to all students. The College 

is happy to support any parents or students that require assistance in obtaining full school uniform. Our uniform is strongly 

supported by parents, endorsed by College Council and is reasonably priced and easy to wear with many options. 

Bendigo Cup Day-Wednesday the 28th October is Bendigo Cup Day and a public holiday in Bendigo. As with other schools 

across the region the College will be closed on this day. Melbourne Cup day is NOT a public holiday for schools. 

Victorian Student Number-The Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development are in the process of 

introducing a ñVictorian Student Numberò for all students that attend our schools. Basically the number allows us to track 

students as they move schools and ensure that mistakes are not made in such areas as names being misspelled, birthdates  

being incorrect etc. The data attached to the student number is very simple and minimal and includes name, date of birth, 

gender and admission and exit from each school attended. The ways in which the number can be used are strictly limited and 

prescribed by legislation. The number will appear on student reports and enrolments or enrolment confirmations. 

Most Australian states have or are introducing student numbers and they operate in Canada and New Zealand effectively. 

There is additional information available on the DEECD website or brochures available at the College if you wish to find out 

more. 

Assistant Principal  -  Noel Claridge  

COLLEGE CALENDAR    -    TERM 4 -  2009   -  OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  

Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat Sun 

19th October  

 

Finance Committee 

5pm 

20th October  21st October  22nd October  23rd October  24th October  25th October  

26th October  

College Council 

7pm 

 

27th October  28th October  

BENDIGO CUP  

PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY  

29th October  30th October  31st October  1st November  

2nd November  3rd November  4th November  5th November  6th November  7th November  8th November  
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With so much information in the media lately about teenagers and binge drinking I thought it might be useful 
to share some information around why this issue is seen as so important.  

Alcohol and teenagers:  

Alcohol is tolerated as a socially acceptable drug, but it is responsible for most drug-related deaths in the 

teenage population. Alcohol is also associated with a variety of serious health risks, including unsafe sex. Itôs often  
difficult to prevent teenagers from experimenting with alcohol, but parents can  encourage sensible drinking habits and 

behaviours. 

Parents often believe alcohol is less dangerous than other drugs:  

There is some evidence to suggest parents are so alarmed at the thought of their children using óharderô drugs that 

alcohol is considered a lesser, and therefore, more acceptable óevilô. However statistics show that 

¶ One young Australian aged between 14 and 17 years of age dies every week as a direct result of alcohol 

¶ Alcohol kills 6.5 times more youth than ALL other illegal drugs combined 

Alcohol ï the risks  

Irresponsible use of alcohol can lead to binge drinking, drink driving, car accidents and unsafe sex. And alcohol is a 
significant factor is other risky situations such as fighting or brawling and drowning. Binge drinking can lead to serious 

health problems, especially for teenagers. In fact, for adolescents, there are no considered safe levels for drinking as 

all the evidence points to alcohol use as being very unsafe and risky practice during adolescence. 

Why is binge drinking so unsafe for teenagers?  

The brain does not finish developing for males until around 24, and from females around 22 yrs. Thus teenage brains 

are still developing and can easily suffer long term damage when they are flooded with alcohol! The areas of the brain 
that are undergoing the most dramatic change during the teenage years are those associated with motivation, impulse 

control and addiction. Alcohol misuse can thus affect all of these traits. As alcohol is a neurotoxin that can poison the 
brain, long-term binge drinking can lead to a range of disorders and alcohol related brain damage. Symptoms can   

include learning and memory problems and difficulties with balance etc  

So what can we do?  

Parental role modeling:  

Studies have shown that the most influential role models for children are their parents. Children learn my imitation, so 

it is important that parents demonstrate sensible drinking behaviours. Suggestions include:  

¶ Drink moderately 

¶ Donôt drink every time you socialize 

¶ Never drink drive 

Teaching responsible drinking:  

Parents canôt necessarily prevent their teenagers from experimenting with alcohol, but they can encourage sensible 
drinking habits. Suggestions include: 

¶ Offer good role modeling  

¶ Start teaching your child about alcohol from an early age  

¶ Explain the downside do heavy drinking such as vomiting, head spins, passing out and hangovers 

¶ Educate your child on the links between drinking and dangerous behaviour, such as unsafe sex 

¶ Teach your child sensible recommendations such as standard drink recommendations, ópacingô themselves,       
alternating alcohol drinks with non -alcohol beverages and not drinking on an empty stomach 

¶ Talk about the dangers of drink driving and plan alternatives together such as public transport, designated drivers 

or calling home 

¶ Encourage your child to talk about the dangers of alcohol with their friends, so they can come up with ways to 

look out for each other  

 

School Nurse Report 

Cherie OõDonoghue 

Information taken from    www.betterhealthchannel.vic.gov.au   

Check out the site -  itõs full of fantastic information.  
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Many regional schools have introduced education on óalcohol use and misuseô into curriculums. However   
research suggests that this is only effective when coupled with consistent messages and role modeling at 

home and in the community. We can do it ï we can make a difference, so letôs work together on this one! 

So what about introducing small amounts of alcohol to young people at home ï will that help or 
hinder?  

There is a common held myth that allowing children small amounts of alcohol at home may assist in teaching safer 

drinking habits. In Australian society, all the evidence points to this being false, and in fact the opposite  often occurs. 
Parents who allow their children small amounts of alcohol in an attempt to instill safe drinking habits may be setting 

them on the path to becoming binge drinkers. There is no protective effect from giving children alcohol and it is     
advised that children should not be allowed to drink until they reach the legal age.  In fact young people who begin 

drinking before age 17 are twice as likely to develop alcohol dependence as those who begin drinking at age 21 those 

who begin drinking by age 15 are more than four times likely to develop alcohol dependence  

Things to remember:  

¶ Alcohol kills developing brain cells - and the adolescent brain is particularly vulnerable to the damaging effects of 

alcohol 

¶ Alcohol kills 6.5 times more youth than ALL other illegal drugs combined 

Parents canôt always prevent their teenager from experimenting with alcohol, but they can encourage sensible drinking 

habits  and be a positive role model for their children  

Thanks and good luck. 

 

School Nurse Report 

Cherie OõDonoghue 

Information taken from    www.betterhealthchannel.vic.gov.au   

Check out the site -  itõs full of fantastic information.  

NOTICE TO STUDENTS WISHING TO STUDY MULTIMEDIA IN 2010 AT BENDIGO       

SENIOR SECONDARY COLLEGE 

Due to a printing error we would like to clarify that VET Multimedia has been listed in the Program and 

Subject Selection Guide as Cert. III in Media on page 157. The title and accompanying photos may have 

caused confusion between Multimedia and Media studies. 

Those wishing to add VET Multimedia to their subject selection or change their preferences are advised to 

contact BSSC on 54 431222. 

If you would like further information about the course, please feel free to contact either Claire Thorpe 

thorpe.claire@bssc.edu.au or Scott Vaughan vaughan.scott@bssc.edu.au 

YEAR 10 OUTDOOR EDUCATION MOUNTAIN BIKE TRIP  

Students in Year 10 Outdoor Education have the opportunity to participate in an overnight Mountain Bike Ride. 

Students will bus to a starting point out of Raywood and ride back to school over the 2 days. Students will ride on 

dirt roads, sealed roads, 4wd tracks, and single tracks. We will camp overnight at Nottleyôs camping area. The trip 

is on the 20th and 21st of October. A letter detailing the trip has been given to all Outdoor Education students     

however if you need further information  or can assist (at present we need a driver to drive a 12 seat mini van out 

and back on Tuesday morning and a female adult to stay overnight)  do not hesitate to contact Warwick Dundas at 

the school. 

PHASE AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASSES  

 All year 7 and 8 PHASE classes and a few appropriate year 9 and 10 classes will participate in a Gymnastic      

program based at Palmers Gym in Bendigo. The program will extend on skills acquired in earlier years and will be 

partially subsidised by the school. The program will last for 3 weeks and begins later in the term. A letter detailing 

the program will be sent home soon. 

Warwick Dundas 

Physical, Health and Sport Education Coordinator 

mailto:thorpe.claire@bssc.edu.au
mailto:vaughan.scott@bssc.edu.au
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Welcome back to all students after the September        

holidays. It has been exciting to use our new learning 

communities for the first time and we hope that all       

students have come back for Term 4 feeling refreshed and 

ready to focus on doing their very best for the rest of the 

year. Term 4 always seems to fly by, especially for the 

Year 10s, so it is important that students get on track with 

their efforts from the very start.  

 

EXAM / ASSESSMENT WEEK:  
Yr 9/10 exam/assessment week will be from Wednesday 

the 18th of November to Wednesday the 25th of       

November (this includes Year 9/10 combination         

subjects).  

Students are reminded to complete plenty of homework 

revision in preparation for their exams.  

2009 Course Selection Process for current Yr 8 & 9 

students  
Students will be required to select their preferences for 

subjects for 2010 in coming weeks. Please ensure these 

are submitted on time. More information regarding this 

will be given during óTeacher Advisory Timeô.  

Important Transition Dates for current Yr 10s        

students  
Yr 10 students will be attending BSSC on Monday 30th 

November and Tuesday 1st December to begin their 

transition process.  

 

YEAR 10 FORMAL  
This yearós Year 10 Formal will be held on Wednesday 

the 2nd of December 2009 between the times of 7.30pm 

ï 11.00pm. The venue for the formal will be our new 

óBlackbox Theatreô in our new school building.  

Students have volunteered to join the Formal Organising 

Committee and will be busy planning the big night over 

the next few weeks. 

 

YR 10 CAMPS/ACTIVITI ES  
The Tasmania camp was once again an enjoyable         

experience for all participants. Thanks to Ms Douglas, Mr 

Trewhella, Mr Holt and Mrs Leversha for attending this 

camp. Students who attended Mt Buller also had a great 

camp, learning the skills of snowboarding and skiing   

during the week. Students also enjoyed the Lodge        

facilities including pool table, spa/sauna area and movies. 

Thanks to Mr Forbes, Mrs Dobeli, Mr Williams and Mr 

Brennan for attending the camp. 

Mr Pearce, Ms Peck and Mr Dundas conducted the      

Activities program. Students were involved in activities 

such as shopping, movies, an overnight trip to Ocean 

Grove, and a Magical Mystery Tourô. All students enjoyed 

the range of activities and were well behaved for the 

week.  
 

Yr 9 Camps/Activities  
The Shipwreck Coast Tour went well once again. Thanks to 

Mrs Knight, Mr Boschert, Ms Cousins, Mr Ginnivan and 

Mrs Lilburne for attending. During Year 9 Activities week 

some students were involved in an arts based program at the 

Bendigo Pottery, and had the opportunity to participate in 

activities at Zone Entertainment.  

Yr 9 Bogong Outdoor Ed/Leadership Camp  
This outdoor education and leadership camp will be held on 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th November. Students attending 

should have received their information and permission 

forms and read them carefully with parents. Please return 

the permission forms, medical forms and finalise payment 

ASAP.  

On behalf of the Junior Teacher Advisers I like to           

congratulate the Junior School with the positive start to term 

4.  Year 7 and 8 students have responded to the new      

buildings in a good way, showing respect for them and  

making a real effort to work well in these areas.  The old 

school is also functioning well and students should be     

applauded for the way they are endeavouring to work well 

in this environment. 

Students still need to remember that denim jeans and shorts 

other than navy colour are not acceptable as uniform.  All 

students should be making use of their diaries to help with 

their organisation.  Students should have been allocated a 

locker in which they are expected to leave bags and mobile 

phones and MP3 players in during class time. 

Thanks to Mr Tchernomoroff for preparing the timetable for 

this Term and students should now have their own           

individual timetables.  It is a good idea to keep a copy of 

this at home so that they can check what they have each day. 

It also is wise to know what classes you have in advance as 

it makes it easier to be organised with books and the right 

equipment. 

Lastly I would like to congratulate the following students 

Kura Kaka, Wattie Potae, Celeste Goulet, Ebony Clarke, 

Michael Rorke, Tyler Nadort, Madalyn Jeanes, Kate 

Kovalova , Teneisha Hamley and Brittany Suares for the 

huge of amount of effort they are putting into the Hip Pop 

program.  This program is producing some outstanding 

dance routines and now is starting to evolve into students 

creating  art that is relevant to Hip Hop.  Added thanks also 

to Marion Drummond and Damian Emond for helping the 

students and supervising them. Without them, this program 

could not run. 

JUNIOR STUDENT PROGRAM LEADER  

Rohan St Clair  

SENIOR STUDENT PROGRAM LEADER  

Tim Williams  

Thankyou to Bakers Delight please for breakfast club   

donations of bread. 
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THE ART OF IMAGINATI ON ON SHOW 

STATE SECONDARY COLLEGESô COMBINED STUDENT ART SHOW  -  OCTOBER 2009 

The creativity, imagination and talent of Bendigoôs up-and-coming artists will be on show at a combined 

art exhibition featuring the work of students from state secondary colleges in and around Bendigo. 

The exciting student art will feature in the eighth annual Bendigo and District State Secondary Collegesô 

Combined Student Art Show, to be held from October 20 to October  22.   A diverse range of art media will 

be on view including painting, drawing, ceramics, photography, multimedia, art fashion and sculpture by 

students from Years 7 to 12. 

The Art Show is presented to the Bendigo community by the State Secondary Collegesô Principals         

Collegiate with the cooperation of students and teachers from participating colleges. Schools involved    

include Bendigo Senior Secondary College, East Loddon P-12 College, Eaglehawk Secondary College, 

Bendigo South East Secondary College, Crusoe College and Weeroona College Bendigo. 

ñThe annual Art Show is an acknowledgement and celebration of the creativity of the young people in our 

schools,ò said Art Show coordinator Raelene Boykett . ñThe display of artwork in a public arena allows the 

greater community to recognise and value the work of young student artists.  It also provides the students 

with a strong sense of local identity.ò 

The exhibition is open to the public between the hours of 10am and 4pm on Tuesday, October 20,   

Wednesday, October 21 and Thursday October 22. 

The art is on display at MacGillvray Hall, BRIT.  Entrance is off McRae Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER NEWS  

By Madelaine Redman 10D 

Photo 10-9 Printed Faces by Bow Roach and Lisa Tierney 


