
EVERY DAY COUNTS 
SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

 
 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your teenager’s education. Students
learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them behind. 

SCHOOL IS BETTER WHEN YOUR TEENAGER IS THERE

BEING AWAY FROM SCHOOL FOR 1 DAY A FORTNIGHT EQUALS MISSING 1.5 YEARS OVER 13 YEARS
OF SCHOOL

If your child is going to be absent from school, please call the school absence line on 4433 8282 or
the General office on 5446 8099.

For more information and resources to address attendance issues, visit:
https://www.vusc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Attendance-Policy-Appendix-1-DET-
Secondary-School-Attendance-1.pdf
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The latest news and updates from Eaglehawk Secondary College

ESC COLLEGE NEWS
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https://www.vusc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Attendance-Policy-Appendix-1-DET-Secondary-School-Attendance-1.pdf
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Acting Principals's Message
Tom Hart

Dear College Community, 

It has been a great start to the term and as we pass the halfway mark it must be celebrated the work that
both staff, students, and families have made to ensure a strong start for all students at the college. Our new
year 7’s are continuing to settle into their communities and classes well and have engaged in a range of
activities over term 1 so far. 

Thank you for all those that attended our school Swimming Sports on Friday 24th of February. We were
blessed with fantastic weather, and it was great to see students displaying a range of our CORE values
through their enthusiasm and engagement in all events and races. It was in all pools we had hot competition
with the “borough bomb” taking place in the diving pool, with some students facing their fears going off the
3m board. 

I would look to see this engagement and enthusiasm continued in the upcoming athletics day. On Friday 31st
March students will make their way to Flora Hill to compete in a range of track and field events. Students
should be signing up to events over the coming weeks, and as part of the Physical Education curriculum this
term students have been honing their skills in a range of track and field events ready for the day. 

NAPLAN began this week with our year 7 and 9 students. Students will be undertaking the following
assessments over this and the next two weeks:
WRITING 
READING
CONVENTIONS OF LANGUAGE
NUMERACY 

The information that we gain from students undertaking these assessments will allow us to best support every
student going forward. I thank the staff for their efforts in organising these sessions and commend the
students on their efforts so far. 

As mentioned, our year 7’s have been involved in a range of activities so far this year. One of these being our
year 7 camp at PGL Campaspe Downs in Kyneton. It was great to visit the camp on Thursday afternoon and
see students and staff working together in their groups on a range of activities including raft building, bush
survival, and the leap of faith. Students worked within these activities to embody the schools CORE values. 

The 50th dahlia arts festival is occurring in Eaglehawk on Saturday the 18th of March. I would encourage our
school community to come down to the event and support our staff and students who have been involved in
creating an amazing float for the street parade. The parade starts 12:30pm with a finish at 1:30pm (Approx).

I hope all in the college community continue to have a positive term and I look forward to speaking with you
prior to the holiday period. 

Kind Regards, 
Tom Hart. 
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Assitant Principals's Message
Ian Berry

Hi parents and carers, 
I hope this finds you and yours well!

Yr 7 Camp: I was grateful for the opportunity to attend our Year 7 camp at Campaspe Downs –
Kyneton.It was great to see our students rise to the challenges presented to them, those high
ropes courses certainly get the heart rate up! Besides being a lot of fun, the camp really assisted
in the induction process and we very much focused on developing and recognising our CORE
values and expected behaviours.  Learning how to work together when things are not so easy is
a huge part of the camp and the students can be very proud of the resilience they showed to
support one another through the challenges. Congratulations to the Walkin’ Axylotles, who took
out the Campaspe Downs CORE values plate, by demonstrating team work and the CORE
values to the highest level.

School Wide Positive Behaviours: We have continued our work regarding SWPBS this term, and
have consulted as a whole school staff, to begin developing our “Behaviour Matrix”. When
complete, the matrix will outline expected behaviours across the school, framed in a way that is
observable, measurable, positively stated, understandable and always applicable. 

It is important that you have your say in the development of that matrix. 

To help that, I have set up a survey that is simple to complete and confidential. The aim is to
capture current parent / carer concerns regarding student behaviour and identify the behaviour
you would prefer to see instead. Your feedback will be used in the creation of our "Behaviour
Matrix", which will assist in the teaching of expected behaviours at ESC. Please feel free to
complete the survey as many times as you would like.

Students will also have discussions about that and have the opportunity to complete the survey
during Teacher Advisory sessions over the next few weeks. Please follow the link below to
undertake the survey. https://forms.gle/x4R1DfdSc2JhjKxs5

Please continue to discuss and reinforce our expectations regarding being an upstander, rather
than a bystander where unwanted behaviour is occurring. Please see the poster in the coming
pages about that.

Student Attendance: Please continue to support your child to attend school every day. Continuity
of learning and daily routine are key factors in their development and life outcomes. Of course,
everyone is ill from time to time, and in that case should remain at home until well again. Please
ensure you call the school absence line on 4433 82 82, or use Compass to create an attendance
note for the time they are away. Please call the school on 5446 8099 to contact your Teacher
Advisor with any concerns or request for support.
While away, work should be accessed via the Compass platform as it usually would be at school, to
ensure continuity of learning and reduce the amount required to catch up on upon return.

Ian Berry
 

https://forms.gle/x4R1DfdSc2JhjKxs5
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Acting Assitant Principals's Message
Rebecca Martin

The term has been extremely busy with Year 7 Camp last week
down at Campaspe Downs, Kyneton where students spent 2
nights, 3 days participating in team activities and learning about
the College’s CORE values. A huge thank you to Ian Berry and the
staff who attended the camp. It is a big commitment for staff to be
away from their families.

NAPLAN has started this week for our Year 7 and 9 students and
catch-up sessions are running this week and next if your child is
absent. NAPLAN gives us a snapshot of your child’s progress so we
can tailor our teaching and learning to their needs.

The Dahlia and Art Festival is this weekend in Eaglehawk. This is always a great event,
and the college is in the parade. If any students want to be part of this and walk in the
parade, please contact the office or Sarena Bear.

In the last 3 weeks of term, we have the School Photos catch up session on Tuesday 28th
March for anyone that was away when photos took place. There is junior sport for the
year 7 and 8 students in tennis and football events. The Year 9’s will be fortunate enough
to listen to the Pat Cronin Coward Punch Presentation on Wednesday 29th March. We
have Athletics Day coming up on Friday 31st March which is always a fun day full of
costumes, chanting and participation. Our Year 8’s are on their year level camp in the last
week of term (Monday 3rd April to Thursday 6th April) down at Port Fairy. We wish them
all the best and hopefully they will have good weather for their surfing activity.

The term draws to a close on Thursday 6th April with the day ending at 2.30pm. We wish
everyone a safe and happy Easter and look forward to the return to school, Term 2 date
of Monday 24th April.

Take care,
Rebecca Martin 

 





6

 
At home I love helping in the garden by bringing
sticks, bark, weeds to the back door, then chewing
them to pieces and making a huge mess. I
especially love digging holes, especially when the
ground is muddy.

I recently had my first vet visit at Greencross Vet in
Whitehills. I met the Jack the Vet who was very
nice. He explained everything that a puppy and her
new family need to know.

I’ve also had my first hair cut. Well just a tidy up
really. Face, paws, bottom. I could actually see
properly for the first time, and my family and
friends can finally see my eyes!

I look forward to meeting EVERYONE when I am a
little bit bigger.
Love Tui

Marli and Tui's News

I am almost 4 months old and growing very quickly. I pop into school
from time to time for short visits to hang out with the staff in the
office. I’m still just a little bit young to come in and meet all the
students. Even though I am very energetic, I get tired easily and need
lots of naps during the day. 

Happy Birthday to me! Can you believe I turned 2 on Monday? And
guess what I got for my birthday? I got my ALL TIME FAVOURITE
TREAT Dried Pilchards. So yum!

I am loving being back at school, in particular I am loving the
GROW where I get to run around in the garden with the students.

I have a new morning routine. For the first 15 minutes of the day I
get to hang out with Nicole from the Wellbeing Team and some
students who throw a tennis ball for me as far as they can. If I bring
it back and drop it at their feet when the say GIVE I get a small
piece of CHEESE! I LOVE cheese.

The thing I am loving MOST about being at school is all the pats
and hugs from the students. It’s the best!

Love Marli
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Year 7 Camp
Last week our Year 7 students attended the Campaspe Downs Camp in Kyneton. 

The students and teachers had a fantastic time away.
The weather was great which allowed for the students to participate in activities such

as raft building, the giant swing and archery.
The camp was a wonderful way for students to bond with each other and demonstrate

the ESC Core Values.
Thank you to all those involved with the Year 7 Camp.
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ESC Annual Swimming Sports
The Annual ESC Swimming Sports was held on the 24th of February.

Congratulations to Grieve who were the overall winners for the day, taking home the Trewartha Cup as well as the female
aggregate champions who brought home the Thomson Trophy.

Congratulations to Dowding who were the male aggregate champions, who brought home the Yarrington Trophy.
ESC would like to congratulate all students that participated on the day and followed our College CORE Values
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Wellbeing
Fresh Fruit Donations

For many years the McKern Steel Foundation has provided our students with a variety of fresh
fruit once a week. The fruit is distributed across all 4 communities and to our alternative
programs such as GROW and EAL. 

Each week the students at Eaglehawk Secondary College look forward to having this healthy
snack and teachers love seeing the students reaching for a healthier alternative.

Eaglehawk Secondary College is very appreciative of the McKern Steel Foundation / Fresh
Fruit Friday program.

 



College News

1 0

As the weather starts to cool down, students, families and visitors will start to see some
new Indigenous plants added to our garden.
ESC is fortunate enough to have Emily Gower, our resident artist to work with students
to create some beautiful protection from feet and extreme weather.

Doctors in Secondary School Program (DISS)

Doctors in Secondary School (DISS) program is a FREE service whereby students have
access to make an appointment to see a doctor who is at ESC each Monday morning. They
do not need parental consent or a Medicare card.   
The DISS program will provide young people with the same services as those doctors in the
community, including management of physical health, mental health, and sexual health
issues. Students can bring a parent or a friend with them if they feel they need extra
support.
To make an appointment – call into the front office, speak with the school nurse Carla Lang
in (Grieve Community) or on a Monday, by calling into the DISS building. 

Parents and careers can access more information via the below link.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/Consent%20and%20c
onfidentiality%20-%20Parent%20information%20sheet%20(Revised%20-%20May%202017.pdf

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/Consent%20and%20confidentiality%20-%20Parent%20information%20sheet%20(Revised%20-%20May%202017.pdf


Harmony Day - Tuesday March 21st

Harmony Week is the celebration that recognises our diversity and brings together
Australians from all different backgrounds. It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of
belonging for everyone. 

ESC will be celebrating Harmony Day on Tuesday March 21st. It is an out of uniform day for
students, and students are encouraged to wear a touch of orange to celebrate harmony.
The SELT team will be running lunchtime activities in the gym on Tuesday, and students
will also be completing Harmony activities during TA across the week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Cronin

Dear ESC Community,

The Pat Cronin Foundation (social violence prevention) will be visiting our school on
Wednesday 29th March and making a presentation to our Year 9 students.

They have provided a link below with information about their presentation and the
Foundation. We suggest that you download and read this information, so you know what
is being presented.
2023 Families Overview .pdf - Zoho WorkDrive (zohopublic.com.au)

Join us in representing ESC in the Eaglehawk Dahlia & Arts Festival Parade

Are you interested in participating in the 50th year of the Eaglehawk Dahlia & Arts Festival
Parade?
We would love to have as many students and staff as possible to represent our amazing
school in the parade.
If you are interested in representing ESC, please contact Sarena Bear for more information.
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https://workdrive.zohopublic.com.au/external/748ff94b28472805aa54aa54e15f904bca3cd9a85c3860123cb5bab97eb64ddd/download
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Head Start supports students enter into the workforce and

complete industry qualification. This includes part time work,
school and trade certificate. Work starts as one day per week.

 
Apprenticeships include Agriculture, Automotive, Baking,
Beauty, Business, Building and Construction/Carpentry,

Engineering, Plumbing, Child Care, Hairdressing, Plastering,
Painting and Decorating, plus more.

 
Apprenticeships are a big step but starts with work

experience to help decision making. Ross works with your
family/support network to find an employer and continues

the support.
 

Ross works Wednesdays in the Library.
Drop in, call or email to learn about the great opportunities.

Ross Egleton - 0407 490 687
ross.egleton@education.vic.gov.au

 

Careers and Pathways
New Head Start Coordinator - Ross

Egleton
 

Keen to start work?
Welcome Ross who is continuing the good

work from Peter Tyack.
 

mailto:ross.egleton@education.vic.gov.au






Careers and Pathways
WORK EXPERIENCE 

AFP – Forensics Work Experience Program

Applications are open for the AFP Forensics
Work Experience Program! The one-week
program held in Canberra is for Year 10-12
students who want to pursue a career in
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM), particularly in forensic
science. 
The first course will be held in May 2023 and
the second in September 2023. You have until
10 March 2023 to submit your application. For
more information on how to apply, visit:
https://jobs.afp.gov.au/forensicsworkex

Australian Defence Force (ADF) Work
Experience 

The ADF offers work experience to Year 10 – 12
students. There are work experience
placements available in the following roles:
ASD Cyber Security and Robotics Indigenous
Youth Placement: RCM Duntroon Army
Officer Overview: RMC Duntroon Navy
Aviation Overview Air Force Aviation Program
for Women

Information - http://bit.ly/3DaOThp

Wildlife and Animal Care 
Elaine from Explore Careers has written an
excellent article on: how to get work
experience in wildlife and animal care top 3
skills needed to work with wildlife. World
Wildlife Day
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FREE CAREER TESTS 
Career tests can be fun to do and can help
us to identify our strengths and values. The
following are four free online tests. It’s
important to note that the results you
receive will only be reflective of the answers
you give, and you may get different results
as you get older. 

Myfuture 
This website will enable you to develop a
detailed career profile. You will complete
online activities in following 9 sections: 
Interests 
Skills 
Education and training
Study
Work conditions
Values
Career knowledge 
Entrepreneurship 
Dream job 

Once you receive your results, you can
discuss these with your family and career
adviser. You will need to create an account
via https://myfuture.edu.au/ 

Find your career crush 
Maximising your strengths, personal
preferences and aspirations, Torrens
University will match you with a career
crush persona, careers and courses you’re
compatible with and more,
www.torrens.edu.au/career-crush 

 

https://jobs.afp.gov.au/forensicsworkex
https://myfuture.edu.au/
https://myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.torrens.edu.au/career-crush
http://www.torrens.edu.au/career-crush
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16 Personalities 
This free test is often used in university classes and workplaces. It won’t take long to
complete and you can explore strengths, weaknesses, friendship style, career paths, and
workplace habits of the personality type you get in your results, 
www.16personalities.com 

RMIT University – My Career Match 
My Career Match will help you with career options that best fits your personality. Once
you have answered a few questions, you will be sent a detailed report matching your top
skills and interests with the RMIT study areas that best suit you. If you aren’t sure what
university you would like to study at, you can use the course suggestions.

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR SCIENCE & THE OCEAN? 
Have you considered studying one of the amazing programs at the Australian Maritime
College located in Tasmania? They offer courses in: 
Maritime engineering – majors are offered in marine & offshore engineering; ocean
engineering; naval architecture. 
Global logistics and maritime management – majors are available in logistics & supply
chain management, maritime technology management, and maritime business
management. 
To learn about their programs, go to www.amc.edu.au/ 

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY 
Indigenous pathway program: RISE 
This pathway for Indigenous high school students is a culturally adept introduction to
university. You’ll gain access to a range of activities, workshops, and events, which
include academic learning, cultural activities, and connections, mentoring, academic
assistance and introductions to university life. 
Then, once you’ve successfully completed the pathway program, you’ll be given a
conditional offer to study at La Trobe University. For information, visit
https://bit.ly/3Mx4Dho

Careers and Pathways

http://www.16personalities.com/
http://www.amc.edu.au/
http://www.amc.edu.au/
https://bit.ly/3Mx4Dho
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Careers and Pathways
Tax File Number (TFN)

If you don’t have a TFN, you will need to apply for one via the Australian Tax
Office - www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Tax-file-number/ 

 

Monday 19 until Friday 23 June - all year 10 students

Monday 11 until Friday 15 September - 50 year 10 students

Dear Year 10 Students, Parents/Carers,

Please make sure all completed paperwork has been handed in at least 4 weeks
prior to commencing your placement. This is to allow time to process and provide
copies to employers and parent/carers.

Our school has been allocated the following weeks for work experience in 2023.

Compulsory week

Additional week

 

http://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Tax-file-number/
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Community Notices
The 2023 Bendigo Bank Dragon Mile will be held on Sunday 9th April from 10:30am. The
race starts and finishes at the corner of Pall Mall and Mundy Street.
The Mini Mile will run up to the fountain and back to the start/finish line, this race is
dedicated for Grade 4 and below and is split up for boys and girls due to popularity of
the event in recent years.
The Dragon Mile races to the fountain and turns right up View Street to Dudley House,
turns around and races back to the start/finish line. 
The Dragon Mile is split up into different grade levels, Grade 5 and 6, Years 7 and 8, Years
9 and 10, then Years 11, 12, Open and Veteran's section.
Each Primary and Secondary Team has the chance to win a $100 voucher for the
purchase of sports equipment; the winning teams are the school with the first 3 male
and 3 female runners across the line, in both Primary and Secondary school sections.
Entries are now open - https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=48662

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=48662
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