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To Develop Aspirant, Resilient Learners who are Empowered Global Citizens

“We are committed to keeping children safe from harm and have a zero tolerance of child abuse”
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It’s been fantastic to resume onsite learning this term and to return to some school normalities although we are still operating
under certain COVID restrictions. The term is already moving along very quickly and students continue to settle back in to
face-to-face classes. It’s a change not being able to have whole school assemblies and whole staff meetings however we are
doing our best to adapt to virtual ways that keep staff and students connected across the school.
We are able to resume
limited assemblies, which is great news.

Returning to School
A priority for us this term is to support students who have struggled during learning from home and require catch up in class or
revision of curriculum. English and Maths teachers have conducted Literacy and Numeracy assessments over the last several
weeks to get a greater understanding of student achievement or gaps in learning. This information will also help us to identify
students who require further assistance next year.
The Department of Education has released a substantial support initiative for 2021 to employ teacher trained tutors to support
learning catch up or extension. Each school across the state will receive an allocation of funding and announcements of funds
will be released to individual schools shortly.
COVID Restrictions
We are still operating under certain restrictions at school. Visitors are still restricted to essential services and those that
support student wellbeing. We are preparing to have a virtual Awards ceremony that can be recorded and provided to families
to view. We are pleased to hear that Transition activities for year 6-7 students can resume and will confirm arrangements for
Year 10-11 in due course as restrictions across Melbourne and regional Victoria continue to ease.
Attitudes to School Survey
Recently parents and carers were sent an email link to complete the Attitudes to School Survey. It’s been fantastic to have our
own school based surveys completed about Learning from Home and we have gained a lot of valuable feedback. Being able to
be included in state wide opinion feedback enables us to compare with other parent perception around the state during such a
challenging year. We understand surveys take time but would greatly appreciate your voice and feedback.
Students are currently completing the DET Attitudes to School survey, which we will be able to compare against our school
feedback taken during learning from home and allow us to compare student perception with other schools.
Being bushfire ready
As we near the end of the year we undertake a range of tasks across the school to ensure we are prepared for the bushfire
season. These include grass slashing, cleaning gutters, trimming trees and general grounds maintenance. Our Shelter in Place
is a school gymnasium and maintenance works have been planned and will be carried out through the School Building
Authority.
Dani Derksen
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Dear Parents and Carers,
No doubt you will all have had a number of questions around the end of year arrangements, especially
around Yr 10 celebrations, transition activities and our awards ceremony. I apologise for not being able to
answer many of them to this point and there will still need to be further clarification before final
arrangements are settled.
We really do appreciate your patience around the delay in confirming arrangements and your
understanding that this is because we are seeking the best possible outcomes for our students during this
uncertain time.
I can let you know some of the planning that is being undertaken, and give more detail as it becomes
available on Compass later on.
Sadly, after much consideration, we will not be able to hold our usual “Yr 10 Formal”. This is always a
lovely and much anticipated event, marking and celebrating the end our cherished four years with the
Yr 10 cohort, so we are very disappointed not to be able to run the event as we usually would.
Ms Sansom (student leadership coordinator) and I have been working with the Student Executive
Leadership Team to identify ways to celebrate our Yr 10’s in different ways, that also fits with our current
rules around a COVID safe school. The timing of the Yr 10’s final day is still to be confirmed, due to
unknowns around Yr 11 orientation day and changing information from DET in the COVID Operations
Guide.

Yr 10 Celebration / Commemoration Ideas
Hand Print Mural. Each Community will be given a board, paint and textas to allow Yr 10 students to
record their hand print and signature. When complete, the murals will be mounted in the gym, below a
header commemoration board.
Time Capsule. Our Student Leaders are creating a proforma and envelop for all Yr 10 students to write a
“letter to self” and put any photo’s they may like into their envelop. It has been suggested that a tree
be planted with a plaque at the head of the capsule.

COLLEGE NEWS

2020: Issue 4

Page 4

Last Day of School for Yr 10’s: Celebration afternoon
Yr 10’s date of the Yr 10 last day of classes is still not yet known.
The following activities and recognitions are being planned for the last day of school.
Periods 1 - 3: Classes as per timetable.
Lunch time: Meal and music on the green. Individually pre-packed, pre-ordered through external
provider. Details of how to order and pay for the meal will be passed on soon. Costs to students
who wish to participate, will be kept to approximately $10.
Period 4: A presentation showing a range of cohort relevant photos, along with 7-10 student portraits.
This will be shown in one of the communities and electronic copies made available for students to
download.
Period 4: Jumper / shirt signing. While we really appreciate unwanted good quality uniform being
donated, we understand some students may wish to bring one of their extra shirts to be signed by
friends. Please note, we would expect the shirt being signed to not be the uniform worn on the
day. Sanitising protocols will be followed.
Commemorative Glass gift to all Yr 10’s.
Awards Ceremony and Orientation Day: Proposed Student Free Days

With new information hot off the press on Thursday 5/11, we are excited that we will be able to
have greater freedoms around our Yr 7 Orientation Day and have staff as an audience for an
onsite Awards Ceremony.
Unfortunately, only staff and students will be able to be present on site for both events, but we will
ensure the Awards are recorded and an electronic copy made available via website or school
social media for viewing by parents.
The onsite Awards Ceremony, to present awards to our high achieving students is scheduled to be a
student free day on Monday 14th December.
The Yr 7 2021 onsite Orientation Day, was originally scheduled for Tuesday 8 th of December and is
usually planned to be a student free day.
Further advice around Yr 7 Orientation day may be still be on the way from DET.
School Council will need to approve the final timing of the above possible student free days.
Confirmation announcements about that will be made as soon as possible after the Council
meet.
Thanks again for your support and patience while we work to create the best possibilities for our
students,
All the best, Ian Berry
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Calendar of Events for
Term 4 2020
Week 5

2nd Nov.—6th Nov.

Week 6

9th Nov.—13th Nov.

Absence
Line

Wednesday Nov. 11 Remembrance Day
Week 7

16th Nov.—20th Nov.

Week 8

23rd Nov.—27th Nov.

Monday Nov. 23 College Council Meeting
Wed. Nov. 25 Virtual BSSC parent Info. Night
Week 9—30th Nov.—4th Dec.

4433 8282

Week 10 7th Dec.—11th Dec.
Week 11 14th Dec.—18th Dec.

School finishes Friday 18th Dec.

Didn’t get the last newsletter?
Cover design: Tamsyn Laity

Please contact the College to arrange
to receive it by mail or email

We’re back……..
I can meet my friends
at breakfast club

It’s OK

I’ve missed my
students and being
able to engage with
them
I will miss playing
with my dog
during the day

It’s nice not having
to look at a
screen all day

I’m just glad
to be back

Back to school
I feel it’s
better
being back at
school
because
lockdown
was stressful

It’s easier than
online learning

I missed my
teachers

I’ve missed my
teaching colleagues

It’s great to be part
of a class again

It’s great to see my
friends

Returning to classes
It’s OK
I can participate in
sport again
It’s a bit sad
because my cat got
used to me being
home
I like the routine

It’s good to see the
students and actually
have a conversation
with them

I just want to get
back to learning

It’s nice to see
students face to
face

Back into routine

I missed being in
the woodwork
class

Learning is easier
when I can see the
teacher

My mental health
has improved since
I came back to
school

I’m glad that we
can borrow books
again

It’s easier to teach
students in person
rather than
virtually
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The Victorian High-Ability
Program (VHAP) launched this
term, with participating students
engaging in an online Maths or
English course offered by Virtual
School Victoria. The aim of the
VHAP is to challenge
high-achieving students and
enrich and extend their abilities.
Each student has an online
teacher and online classmates, and
together they are challenged to
solve real-world problems.
Pictured above: three students involved in the high-ability Mathematics Program

The VHAP will be run again in 2021, with a new intake of students each term to share the experience and
improve their Math and English knowledge.
Well done to this term’s participating students for an excellent start to the program!

ESC Rock Band run by Lazare Agneskis and Paul Burke.
The members are (left to right) Lincoln Luvara, Conor Filan, Lewis Condon and Quinn Webb.
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The Bendigo Tech School Ambassador Program
The Bendigo Tech School Ambassador Program is an exciting
initiative that aims to build a relationship between local
secondary school students and staff, and to contribute to the
operation of the Bendigo Tech School.
The program also aims to champion the development of school STEAM programs aligned
with Victorian Curriculum F-10 capabilities.
Our Ambassador team here at Eaglehawk Secondary is made up of 3 Year 9 students, Sam Graham, Jayden Bolitho
and Levi Epworth.
The Ambassadors were originally to attend 1 session a fortnight at the Tech School, learning new skills and
programs that they could then champion at their particular school.
With the restrictions bought on by COVID-19, they had to shift to online sessions.
During Term 3, they worked hard on a Tech School initiative to ‘Teach the Teacher’.
Student Ambassadors were to create and share sessions with teachers at their school that would upskill them on
things they had covered in their online sessions.
The first initiative, run after school on Wednesday 4th Nov, was about the Scratch program (which is Code Blocking).
The students did a fantastic job with the small, but enthusiastic group of teachers who attended. It is not easy to
swap roles in this environment, but they handled it like pros.
We are all looking forward to the next session they will hold.
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